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OVERVIEW

PURPOSE

 Promotes a better understanding 

of Asian American, Native 

Hawaiian and Pacific Islander 

(NHPI) communities

 Includes disaggregated data on

Asian American groups

 Makes critical data from a variety 

of government, academic sources 

more accessible to key 

stakeholders



OVERVIEW

THE DATA

 U.S. Census Bureau

 2010 Census

 American Community Survey

 Survey of Business Owners

 California Environmental Protection Agency 

…and many other statewide and local sources
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AA: 524,716 /             NHPI: 7,187

U .S.Census Bureau, 2010 Census SF1, Tables P6 and P8.
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KEY FINDINGS

ASIAN AMERICANS, NHPI IN THE SGV

The region’s large Asian American 

population continues to grow.
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OVERVIEW

ASIAN AMERICANS, NHPI IN THE SGV

Majority Asian American cities include: 

 Monterey Park (68%)

 Walnut (66%)

 San Gabriel (62%)

 Rosemead (62%)

 Rowland Heights (61%)

 Arcadia (61%)

 Temple City (57%)

 San Marino (56%)

 Diamond Bar (55%)

 Alhambra (55%)

 East San Gabriel (52%)

 South San Gabriel (52%)



OVERVIEW

GROWING DIVERSITY

Over half of the 
county’s Chinese, 
Vietnamese, 
Taiwanese, and 
Burmese 
American 
populations live 
in the San 
Gabriel Valley.



OVERVIEW

GROWING DIVERSITY

Among Asian 

American ethnic 

groups, South 

Asians are among 

the region’s 

fastest growing, 

mirroring trends 

countywide. 



OVERVIEW

Over 67% of Asian Americans and 28% 

NHPI in the San Gabriel Valley are 

immigrants.

Approximately 58,000 undocumented 

Asian Americans live in the San Gabriel 

Valley.



OVERVIEW

CONTRIBUTIONS - BUSINESSES

Asian American and 

NHPI businesses in 

the region employed 

over 91,000 people, 

dispensing over $2.7 

billion in payroll.



OVERVIEW

CONTRIBUTIONS – CIVIC ENGAGEMENT

 Approximately 172,000 Asian Americans are 

registered to vote, making up 20% of the region’s 

total voter registration.

 During the same election,  Asian American voter 

registration exceeded the margin of victory in 

United States Congressional Districts 27 (Chu) and 

39 (Royce), California State Senate District 29 

(Newman), and California State Assembly Districts 

49 (Chau) and 55 (Chen).



Our communities 

help drive the 

economy in the 

San Gabriel Valley, 

but have needs 

that often fly 

under the radar.



KEY FINDINGS

 Poverty and Worker’s Rights

Affordable Housing

 Environmental Justice



KEY FINDINGS

POVERTY AND WORKER’S RIGHTS

Over 66,700 Asian Americans 

and nearly 1,000 NHPI in 

the San Gabriel Valley live 

below the poverty line; 

nearly a third of Asian 

Americans in the region are 

low-income.





KEY FINDINGS

AFFORDABLE HOUSING

 Between 2015 and 2016, the average rent in 

the San Gabriel Valley increased 4.9%.  

 In 2016, the median home price rose to 

$662,400, compared to $559,000 

countywide.

Asian Americans in the San Gabriel Valley 

are struggling with rising housing costs.
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KEY FINDINGS

AFFORDABLE HOUSING

 Over 52% of Asian American renters and 49% of Asian 

American homeowners with a mortgage spend 30% or 

more of their household income on housing costs.

 Asian Americans have lower homeownership rates than 

Whites (63% to 68%), while only 56% of Pacific Islanders in 

the region are homeowners.

Nearly 69,000 Asian Americans in the region are 

burdened by the high cost of housing.
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KEY FINDINGS

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

Approximately 70% 

of census tracts in 

El Monte, 46% of 

census tracts in 

Rosemead, and 40% 

of census tracts in 

San Gabriel are 

severely polluted.



KEY FINDINGS

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

• Particular pollution challenges facing the region include the 

release of toxic chemicals from industrial facilities south of 

the 10 Freeway; drinking-water contamination in Alhambra, 

Arcadia, Irwindale, Monterey Park, Temple City, and West 

Covina; and exhaust from vehicle traffic along the 10, 60, 210, 

and 605 Freeway corridors.



• Several cities in the San 

Gabriel Valley have “very 

high” or “high” needs for 

parks and green space, 

including Baldwin Park, El 

Monte, Alhambra, La Puente, 

and Temple City.

KEY FINDINGS
ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE



KEY FINDINGS

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

 Policy makers should ensure a minimum 

wage and overtime pay for all workers, 

making sure workers both know their 

rights and have the help they need to 

file claims challenging wage theft, 

overtime, and other labor law violations.



KEY FINDINGS

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

More affordable housing is needed. 

Policy makers should work to establish 

local rent controls and eliminate 

regulations like the Cost-Hawkins 

Rental Housing Act that limit the 

effectiveness of those controls.



KEY FINDINGS

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

 Local jurisdictions should better 

understand and address environmental 

hazards to ensure the health of San 

Gabriel Valley residents.



FIND OUR REPORT ONLINE

Publications are available in print or on the Asian 

Americans Advancing Justice – Los Angeles 

website, where they can be downloaded or 

printed free of charge.

www.advancingjustice-la.org/demographics



PANEL DISCUSSION

 Julie Su, California Labor Commissioner

 Annie Fox, LA Voice

 Scott Chan,  API Forward Movement

 Alexander Eng, Bank of America Merrill Lynch

 Julie Lam, U.S. Census Bureau

Moderator: Daniel Ichinose,  Advancing Justice-LA


